
 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I have pleasure in presenting the 

Warkworth U3A annual report for 2020.  

New members have joined throughout the 

year, our membership is growing and is 

currently 195. This year has been 

unavoidably disrupted by Covid-19 Alert 

levels. However, we have had some most 

interesting meetings. The committee 

continued to meet on Zoom when 

necessary and interest groups have 

continued to meet when possible as well as 

other initiatives such as communicating by 

email, a program on the website or 

engaging in a quiz.   

I am very grateful to the committee who 

have continued with their roles, sometimes 

having to adapt to rapidly changing 

requirements. Our committee meetings are 

a good learning experience and there is 

often laughter amid the business. Many 

thanks to those committee members who 

have served the organisation and are now 

stepping down from roles, Tonara Cuthell 

who has been Almoner, Nigel Swaffield 

who has been Treasurer, and Hilary Lewis 

who has been Groups convener. Thanks 

also to Glenda Came who became our 

Secretary when the need was urgent. Our 

committee includes Ken Cutforth who was 

co-opted during the year as Secretary, 

Alison Coates Membership secretary and 

Vice President, Jean Mason and Kristin 

Price Hospitality conveners, Bill 

Robertson Network representative and IT 

and John Williamson IT. Helen Whiteley 

has done a splendid job as Editor and Alan 

Spicer, who pioneered our Website, 

maintains it constantly and has updated it 

again this year. 

The speakers at our general meetings have 

included Gaye Stratton on Macular 

Degeneration in February, Ralph Cooney 

on Climate Change: A Glimpse of a 

Sustainable Future in August and Jonathan 

Lee on Afghanistan, A Historical and 

Cultural Journey in October. Our 

minispeakers were all from our own 

membership including Alan Spicer on the 

Warkworth U3A website in February, 

Nigel Swaffield on English Language 

Partners in August, and Craig Rickit on 

Reflections of a Trade Commisssioner in 

Washington DC and New York in the 70’s 

and 80’s in October. In December 2019 we 

were wonderfully entertained by the 

Matakantata Choir with morning tea 

provided by Hospice volunteers.  

Unfortunately the general meetings 

planned for April and June had to be 

cancelled but we are hoping those speakers 

will be able to come in 2021. 

Members promoted U3A to the public in 

the Warkworth Town Hall at the Clubs and 

Groups Day on Saturday March 14th, just 

before the Alert level 3 on March 23rd, 

changing to level 4 on March 25th. The 

Huge Day Out for the Kowhai Festival 

was planned for Sunday October 18th but 

was cancelled as was the Auckland U3A 

Network event planned for Friday August 

28th. However, we must be grateful that in 

New Zealand our year has not been as 

badly disrupted as in most other countries. 

A special thanks to all the Group 

Conveners who plan such interesting 

programs. We are delighted to have a new 

group – Science and Climate, convened by 

Ralph Cooney. In these groups we get to 

know new friends we may not have met 

otherwise and we learn from each other.  

Thanks to all our U3A members among 

whom there is a wealth of skills, 

experience and knowledge to share, and 

we all make a contribution. 

A return to Totara Park as our meeting 

venue was welcomed for the ease of access 

and parking. However, we were grateful to 

Tui House who were willing to 

accommodate us again if Totara Park had 



to stay closed for a longer time. We are 

very aware of the need to register 

attendance by each completing a Covid-19 

visitor declaration form and to hand 

sanitise as a protocol required by Oceania 

who own Totara Park. We are determined 

to keep each other safe. 

It has been a privilege to be your President 

for the last three years. U3A is a 

remarkable organisation for those who 

wish to continue to learn and belonging to 

it is a rewarding experience for us all. We 

look forward to another year of learning in 

good company.             

Mary Miller 

 

DUTY GROUP ROSTER  

 

 No groups will be on duty as Hospice will 

be catering. 

 

 

AGM AND GENERAL MEETING 

 

December 14th at 10am.   

The play reading group will be 

entertaining us 

The meeting will be held in both halls at 

Totara Park. 

 

Warkworth U3A A.G.M. Agenda  

 

1 Opening 

 

2. Apologies 

 

3. Minutes of 2019 A.G.M. 

 

4. President’s report 

 

5. Treasurer’s report 

 

6. Subscriptions 

 

7. Election of officers 

 

8. General Business 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome to our new members 

Josy Campbell  

Mike Austin  

Steve Goldthorpe  

Ann Ibbs  

Anne McLeod 

Dave and Heather Sidders 

David and Sue Stevens  

Julie Tuck. 

who have joined since 25th July 2020. 

 

 

The U3A Science and Climate Group had 

its first meeting on the 20th October at the 

Ranfurly Hall, Kaipara Flats. Professor 

Mick Clout gave the stage setting talk on 

the subject of bird conservation and forest 

predators. He is an international and 

national authority on biodiversity and 

biosecurity and has established an Institute 

for Invasive Species. He has special 

expertise in the remediation of the Kakapo 

the endangered large flightless native 

parrot. Mick posed a series of key 

questions for the group to discuss and 

debate. The level of group discussion was 

exceptionally active and well informed and 

a number of important questions were 

raised by members including the threat of 

feral cats as native bird predators. 

Following the meeting, many of those 

attending accompanied Ralph Cooney and 

Mick Clout on a walk through the rain 

forest segment on the life style property of 

Ralph and Anne (see image below). Shoe 

hygiene and other cautionary measures 

were adopted to avoid transmission of 

Kauri Die Back. This was necessary 

because of the presence of many large 

Kauri in the forest. Several species of large 

healthy forest trees were identified: Kauri, 

Totara, Kahikitia, Rimu, Rewarewa, 

Karaka, Puriri etc. Ralph conveys his 

gratitude to Anne Cooney and Joan Clout 

for their help and to Josie Young and 

Lexie Waterhouse for providing projection 

screens. 

Ralph Cooney 



Catherine Rowsell is interested in joining a 

writing group for beginners.  

Would someone like to start a 

writer's group for beginners - "writing for 

grandchildren"? 

 

In February 2018, the Government 

announced there would be a Royal 

Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in State 

Care.  

The Inquiry will investigate the abuse of 

children, young people and vulnerable 

adults in the care of the State and/or faith-

based institutions in New Zealand between 

1950 and 1999. 

If this applies to you and you would like to 

participate in the enquiry, or further 

information please contact 

 Ana Lee Senior Engagement Advisor  

 Email: ana.lee@abuseincare.org.nz   

Phone: 027 223 1193 

 

Group convenors should note that the new 

Privacy Act comes into force on 1 

December.  It applies to any organisation 

that holds personal information, including 

phone numbers and emails. It’s worth 

checking that we are protecting members’ 

personal information.  Membership lists, 

including for Study Groups, should 

include wording: “This membership list is 

for the personal use of members of U3A 

Warkworth only”, or something similar.  

 

 

 

Warkworth U3A 8 Wilson Road 

Warkworth New Zealand  

Bank Account 02-0480-133880-00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


